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NEWSLETTER

‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’

In Autumn 2016, Burnby Gardens 
and Museum embarked on an excit-
ing three-year Heritage Lottery 

Funded Project. The £634,800 grant 
will be used to conserve the award 
winning Edwardian Gardens, ensur-
ing that this Yorkshire gem is safe-
guarded for the future.

If you haven’t visited before, Burnby 
Hall Gardens is situated only one 
mile from Woldgate School. These 
unique Yorkshire Gardens have been 

described as “a jewel in Yorkshire’s 
crown” and have been awarded the 
prestigious Yorkshire in Bloom Gold 
Award for seven consecutive years 
(2010-2016).

The Upper and Lower Lakes are 
home to a National Collection of 
over 100 varieties of Hardy Water 
Lily, and offer a wonderful array of 
changing vistas. The Gardens also 
include a Rockery, Stumpery, a Victo-
rian Garden, Secret Garden, formal 

beds and natural shrubbery.

Burnby Hall Gardens are often 
referred to as “a haven of beauty and 
tranquillity” and were the inspiration 
of Major Percy Marlborough Stew-
art. He was an amazing man who 
made eight round the world tours 
between 1906 and 1926. The Stew-
art Museum within the 
Gardens is dedicated to 
his extraordinary life and 

Seeking JournaliSm Team!

To Niamh Fox who is curreNTly TraiNiNg 
wiTh The academy oF NorTherN BalleT. 

Continued on page 4...

Congratulations!
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

This week, I was fortunate to speak to a student whose desire is to teach. He spoke at length about 
his enthusiasm for working with young people and his passion to try to make a real difference by 
working with others to change lives and to impart the joy of learning something new.

When I was originally training to be a teacher, my motivation and drive came from a passion for working 
with young people. I had spent large periods of my university holidays in Toxteth in Liverpool working with 
some of the most deprived and challenging young people I had ever met. For a young man who’d spent 
most of his life in Pocklington and York, it changed my perception of what I thought was the norm. I still 
have vivid memories of that time. As I drove the mini-bus around the streets of Manchester and Liverpool 

in some of the most deprived areas of the country, I found myself looking for particular houses where Social Services had 
made a referral, as they felt the young children were at risk and needed time away from the family home. As I knocked 
on doors, I never quite knew what to expect. Conditions were often, in my opinion, horrific and it was not unusual to see 
homes where the house was filthy, the furniture was threadbare and, in some cases, all the wood had been stripped from 
the property to burn on the fire. These were often families in dire need.

I particularly remember my first morning; this may be because the experience overwhelmed me, but also because of the 
feelings I felt at the time. As we drove away from collecting our last pupil, I remember thinking about what I’d seen. I then 
looked in the rear view mirror at the children who sat in the mini-bus looking content, who were smiling back at me, as 
they began their day out. I also remember the smell that swept through the mini-bus and left us all feeling ill, as most 
of the children could not wash and their clothes were filthy. What I remember most though is the children I worked with 
during that time. The conversations, the difficulties and challenges we faced and ultimately how in meeting and working 
with such troubled young people, I learned a lot about myself and how to empathise with others.

It is an experience that has remained with me and which ultimately led me to this point. I have, through that time, been 
reminded of those lessons, in Kenya for instance, as I’ve led expeditions to remote parts of the country with pupils and 
been reminded of what really matters. To spend time with people who had so very little, but had so much in the relation-
ships they engendered with each other and their community was invaluable. It is a different perspective they hold on life, 
what matters is each other and the need to be there, to support, be positive, not to divide and to see that together, we 
are better.

In school, lessons such as these are derived from visits, expeditions (like the one I undertook with pupils), but also through 
working together collectively with people outside of our normal social circle. It is also more than a social application on a 
phone (Who is doing what? When?) as we seek to provide a social commentary and judge each other’s actions. It is about 
getting to know people and building friendships across year groups, as we bring a school and a community together to 
make a positive difference in accomplishing a goal where all can participate, regardless of age.

I am fortunate to be part of this great community and to work with such wonderful young people. Our first House Enrich-
ment Day, therefore, is an exciting prospect. This is an opportunity, led by Mr Trevaskiss and our House Captains, to 
bring our pupils and students together to have fun, to share in the joy of being part of this community and to be with 
each other. I may need to be practical in ensuring pupils of the same age play sports together but I am passionate about 
providing the opportunities for us to come together as a school. As we plan more days, then as a community our atten-
tion will turn more to how as a community we can work together to do good for others. In this way, our children can come 

to understand the community and wider society they are part of, howthey can learn from being with being 
with people around the world and the positive difference they can make to the lives of others.

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

key DaTeS
2017

Spring Term

3th January - 16th February

27th February - 7th april

Summer Term

24th april - 26th may

5th June - 21St July

parenTS’ eveningS

year 11
7th February 2017

year 10
25th may 2017

year 9
13th February 2017

year 8
5th July 2017

year 7
11th July 2017

STaff  
Training DayS

17th February 2017
24th July 2017
25th July 2017

HeaDTeacHer’S 
awarD

year 7
roSie Kennedy

george WebSter

Sam lazenby

year 8
daiSy Webley

luKe WatSon

year 9
JaSmine hanley

hannah mcgovern

year 10
millie FiSher

emma Salter

year 11
evie elliott

mia WelSman

HouSe ranking

1

2

3

4

5

kirby 
unDerDale

warrenDale

greaT 
givenDale

millingTon 
Dale

THixenDale

HoliSTic eDucaTion programme Survey

We are currently reviewing our Holistic Education Programme and would 
be very grateful if you could take a few moments with your child to help 
provide some valuable feedback on our current provision and to the school 
in its planning for next year. We are particularly interested in your views with 
regard to the provision of lunchtime and after-school  clubs. We would like 
to hear your thoughts and ideas on the type of new activities you’d like to 
see and which current clubs are particularly good.

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/WG-Holistic
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Over the last few weeks, our Year 9 pupils have begun exploring careers and higher education 
options during Citizenship lessons, in preparation for choosing their GCSE options this term. 
Many of our pupils already have a clear idea of what career they would like to do when they are 

older; for these pupils, their education and career pathway is clearly mapped out and our staff work 
with them to ensure they understand what they need to do to realise their ambition. For other pupils 
with a less clear idea, a range of support is available both in class and around school to help them think 
about their options, narrow their focus and establish goals.

Every week, I drop into a range of different lessons to see how our Lower School pupils are getting on with their 
learning. It is clear that, in every lesson, our pupils are developing essential knowledge and skills that will help them 
to succeed in future careers. Throughout Years 7, 8 and 9, our Lower School pupils learn a huge range of different 
subjects, practice new skills and develop their understanding of the world they live in. They thrive on the challenges 
presented by learning such a rich and varied curriculum, and it is always rewarding to see our pupils face these 
challenges with confidence and enthusiasm.

Furthermore, it is fascinating to watch our pupils grow and mature in self-confidence, understanding and skill over 
the three years of Lower School. It is also clearly evident that the understanding, skill and habits they develop and 
refine in Lower School has an enormous impact on their progress and achievement in later years. Each day our 
Lower School pupils spend in school is, therefore, a crucial building block in their future, arming them with essential 
knowledge and skills to ensure they succeed within any career they choose.

the fascinating artefacts he brought 
back to Pocklington.

Over the next three years the Herit-
age Lottery Project conservation 
work at the Gardens will include, 
conserving the Upper and Lower 
Lakes to preserve the National 
Collection of Hardy Water Lilies, 
restoring and developing the 
Edwardian potting sheds, summer-
house and rock garden, and preserv-
ing the much-loved fish stock.

Ian Murphy, Estate 
Manager at Burnby Hall 
Gardens and Museum 

explains the 

importance of the Heritage Lottery 
Funded Project ‘“This is a once in a 
lifetime opportunity to ensure that 
Major Percy Stewart’s fantastic 
Gardens are maintained for future 
generations to enjoy”.

We are currently looking for a pupil 
journalism team to help us document 
and promote the exciting work taking 
place over the next three years. This 
will include coming along to Burnby 
Hall Gardens and interviewing 
key staff on the Heritage Lottery 
Funded Project and writing Press 
Releases for the Pocklington Post 
and Burnby Hall Gardens website:  

HTTp://www.burnbyHallgarDenS.com

‘We’re very excited to be working 
with Woldgate school over the next 
three years. The pupil journalism 
team will play an important role in 
helping us document the project and 
engage with the community of Pock-
lington in new and exciting ways’

Rachel Mort, Learning and Participa-
tion Officer at Burnby Hall Gardens.

If you would like to take part in this 
exciting project and join the pupil 
journalism team then please contact 
Mr Sloman.

...from front page.

Mr Sloman Writes:

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL
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upper ScHool Ms Longstaff Writes:

As you may be aware from our Newsletter, pupils have recently been offered the opportunity to 
apply to become Subject Ambassadors.  We have a number of Upper School pupils who would 
be excellent in this role as they are so enthusiastic about their subjects and keen to share their 

passion with other pupils.  Personal qualities such as leadership, communication and organisational 
skills are vital for future success and could be developed through taking on this role, together with 
increasing their own self-belief and confidence. 

 

Next Thursday, our Year 11 pupils will receive their Mock Exam Results during their Citizenship lesson.  After a brief 
assembly with Mrs Atkinson, they will open their envelopes and see how they performed across all their subjects.  
Tutors will then lead them through activities designed to help them reflect on what they have achieved so far and 
prioritise what they now need to think about ahead of their actual GCSE exams starting in May.  Our Year 11 Parents’ 
Evening will also be taking place on Tuesday 7th February for further discussions to take place about how we can all 
support your child to achieve the best they can in the next few months.

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL

Follow @Woldgate

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

https://twitter.com/woldgate/

https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateSchool/

Social meDia

aTTenDance, acHievemenT & 
care co-orDinaTorS

MrS r BoUrne

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS c wrigHt

 
Upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S BUtcHer

Lower ScHooL

07790 351283
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Subject Ambassadors
We have had a great response with lots of applications received, departments will be busy sifting through the 
applications before appointments are made. Thanks you to everyone who applied you have already received five 
House Points!

Subject Ambassadors represent a subject that they enjoy and have a real passion for. They are enthusiastic about 
their subject and want to share this with others and give something back to their community. 

Subject Ambassadors enhance their leadership, communication and organisational skills as well as boosting their 
confidence.

Ambassadors will be required to: 

• Organise, or help others to organise, subject events, charity events, sporting events, school 
performances, concerts and teaching and learning activities as appropriate to the subject

• Lead and support in the running of extra-curricular activities in the department

• Attend Open Evenings

• Be able to lead/work in a team

• Have a creative and enthusiastic approach to your role

• Be responsible for the promotion of your subject

• Spend time helping represent subject departments

• Be confident and clear when speaking about your subject and your enthusiasm must be evident.

• Provide a regular blog about the department and what you have done in your role as ambassador (a 
paragraph which will be uploaded onto the website or may be included in the School Newsletter).
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It has been another busy week here in Sixth Form. Most significantly, the UCAS application deadline 
has now closed. Our students have been researching their chosen destinations since Year 12 and 
have invested significant time and energy into selecting the right courses and universities for them. 

77 of our students have chosen to complete UCAS applications, and have applied to study a huge 
range of courses, from Archaeology, to TV Production, to Medicine, to Sport Science. Since the first 
applications were submitted in September, the offers have been flooding in from all over the country. 
We are very proud of all of our students, many of whom have received offers on highly competitive 
courses as a result of their excellent applications and personal statements. Our students have clearly 
also impressed at interview, which has become a prominent feature of the selection process again this 

year. In addition to our university applicants, a number of our students are also making plans to begin apprentice-
ships or spend a gap year travelling and working abroad. It is such a privilege to work with young people who are 
genuinely passionate about their future plans and it is a joy to talk to talk to them about how their plans are taking 
shape.

Our students are also looking ahead to their mock exams, which take place towards the end of this half term. The 
Mock Exams are an opportunity for students to consolidate learning that has taken place so far, and the results will 
help to inform their reflections on current progress and what they want to achieve in the summer exams. 

SixTH form college Mrs Lawson Writes:

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM
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‘privaTe peaceful’
These models of World War One trenches were completed by Year 8 pupils for the English home learning project 
associated with the novel 'Private Peaceful' by Michael Morpurgo.
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